
BEING Ecological
“Bringing a community together 

through open space education"

COSA Conference, 2017



Ecology - The study of  the interactions

of  organisms with their environment 

and with each other.                     



Lafayette Colorado is in East Boulder County 

Approximately 27,000 residents, 20k Caucasian, 5K Hispanic

Fun Facts: Emerald Ash Borer has arrived 

Lafayette has a ban on Neonicotinoids



Lafayette Open Space Education and 

Outreach Plan – Adopted by Open Space Advisory committee

� Public Component

� Schools

� Media Component

� Intra-governmental

� Private Sector



• Can Open Space programs help transform the 

communities they are a part of into healthy 

ecological systems?

• Premise – as the caretakers of community lands, 

open space programs: 

� are the holders of information and insights of how 

human beings relate to that land

� can convene the community in an “ecological 

manner” because open spaces are among the few 

places in a community that are most commonly held 

and commonly used. 



• Inform citizens and students of the open space 

resources and amenities available to them.

• Generate support for open space protection, 

acquisition and maintenance.

Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology



•

• Encourage a conservation ethic that produces    

respect for open space and the natural world.

• Foster appreciation for local flora, fauna, and 

natural landscapes.



Different ways of doing this . . . 

What are your community identities?

Birders History Buffs

Youth

MANY 

MORE!



Lafayette

Open Space



Picnicking 

Boat rentals

Lafayette Parks

Playgrounds

Frisbee Golf









A story of land and people



Swamps, 66 million years ago

From “Ancient Denvers”







Waneka Lake power plant



Waneka Lake, Thomas Farm on far right shore 

CIRCA1890s



CIRCA 1890 Lafayette Colorado



Thomas Farm is a 

community gathering place



A 9 kW solar array helps 

supplement energy use at the barn 



ENERGY BIKE

Sustainability displays

Centaurus High School Engineering Dept. Fieldtrip



“I Have a Dream” 

students visit

Thomas Farm 



. . . Or . . .



From “Ancient Denvers”









Courtesy of Chuck Waneka From City of Lafayette Website

From City of Lafayette Website From City of Lafayette Website

Waneka Lake, 1890s

Labor Day Parade, 1907

Public Library Mural, 2000

High School, 1925



Observation deck at 

Greenlee Wildlife Preserve 







Bringing the story of 

land and people

alive



A self-guiding pamphlet

For a walk around 

Waneka Lake, 

Greenlee Wildlife Preserve

Thomas Open Space

Lafayette Historical Society 



Energy



Granary



People and Land



Surveying our Future





Thomas Open Space



Energy



Beauprez 

Barn Tour

Lafayette Historical 

Society 

Local families



Another way we’re bringing the 

story of land and people alive . . .

and involving more partners. 











Local woodworker

Local media



Pioneer students working 

to school Lafayette on open space

By Joe Rubino, Camera Staff Writer

Boulder Camera, May 10, 2014



Schools 
(as partner, not just recipient of education)





Families 





The “Lafayette Observation Journal Station”

At Lafayette Public Library

Library 



Breakout question

Can and/or should 

Open Space agencies 

be community catalysts 

by bringing people together?



Expanding the story of land 

and people even more.





Inviting students to learn about ecology 

outdoors in open space



Ryan Elementary School field trips on Coal Creek



September 7 Plant & Bird Walk along Coal Creek



Steve Jones



“Lafayette Birds!” at Greenlee Wildlife Preserve



Wild Wings

Boulder Co. Audubon Soc.

Thorne Nature Experience

Laf. Youth Advisory Committee

Environment for the Americas

JAX Outdoor Gear

Empowerment Cntr. of E. County

Lafayette Historical Society

American Birding Association

Broomfield Open Space

Broomfield Bird Club

Lafayette Rec Center 

Parent Engagement Network

Celebrating Migratory Birds



“Art community”



GoCo

Partners (26)









. . . but also . . .



“21st Century Story

Connecting 

environmental 

literacy 

with ALL careers



Spellbinders



Odds Bodkin



ENERGY BIKE

Sustainability displays

Centaurus High School 

Engineering Dept.



ENERGY BIKE

Sustainability displays



Lafayette’s annual 

Peach Festival



Lafayette Energy Sustainability 

Advisory Committee



Restoration Projects can be 

fun and educational



Boulder County 

Youth Corps



Lafayette Youth 

Advisory Committee



“Making a Living and a Life; 



“Making a Living and a Life; 

A New View of “Environmental Careers”

A program for middle school and 

high school students and parents.  

Wednesday, Nov. 8, 7 p.m., E. Simpson Coffee Co.

Local businesses



Breakout question

How can Open Space agencies provide 

inspiration, information and opportunity 

for involving young people in sustainability?

(And, how does / can this involve 

many parts of the community?) 



Some final thoughts 

on “being ecological” by blending 

the story of land and people 

through Open Space.



Biomimicry
The conscious 

emulation 

of nature’s genius 
Janine Benyus



Eastgate Centre in Zimbabwe

Mimics the self-cooling 

mounds of African termites!”



Western 

Harvester Ant



“Quartz rocks increases the temperature in the mound by

an average of 2.5°F . . .

“. . . it is clear that trapping moisture is an important feature of 

the quartz mound design, enabling the ant to maintain a viable 

moisture level in their habitats in this desert environment.”

“The quartz rocks also increase the time that moisture is 

retained, by approximately 66 percent. 



Pioneer Sod House, Wheat Ridge, Colorado 

on the National Register of Historic Places

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=38HAkHvWdI4





Rich Earth Institute, Brattleboro, Vermont



Public urinals in Amsterdam





� Yard by yard



That’s it for now, thanks for your consideration!



Lafayette Open Space

787 N. 95th St.

Lafayette, CO 80026

303-661-1306


