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STAUNTON STATE PARK

TRACK CHAIR PROGRAM
MAKING STATE PARK TRAILS 

ACCESSIBLE TO ALL

Zach Taylor     Park Manager Staunton State Park

303-816-0912

Zach.taylor@state.co.us



 6 miles S of Conifer on HWY 285 

 Triangled between Evergreen, Conifer and Bailey

STAUNTON STATE PARK

Staunton State 
Park



 Program began May 27 th 2017

 120 Track Chair participant visitors have “hiked” 

approximately 350 miles.

 Visitors from all over Colorado 

 Out of state visitors are planning vacations to the 

area based on the park’s Track Chair availability .  

TO DATE OVERVIEW



 Disabilities range from physically unable to hike distance, 
Multiple Schlorosis, Paralysis, Blind

 Age:
 5 to 94 years old

 Average age 54

 Trip begin time
 10 am

 Return time 
 2pm

 Set backs:
 Weather

 Dr. Appointments

 Caregiver schedule conflicts

PARTICIPANT INFORMATION



 May 2016

 Friends of Staunton receive grant from Partners in the Outdoors 

Conference to assist in providing fishing opportunity to disabled

 Fishing In Stauntons Heart  FISH - is born

 HILLS Group Golden is first recipient

 Healthy Independent Leisure and Lifestyles

 Funds provided, transportation to Staunton, lunch and transportation 

home

HOW THE PROGRAM CAME TO FRUITION



 August 2015

 Passing of Mark Madsen

 Long time Neighbor of Staunton

 In lieu of flowers or gifts, the 

family made donations to Friends 

of Staunton to support 

Accessibility

 August 2016

Friends Fundraising event 

Anonymous donors 

Friends and family

 ( $40k in one weekend)

FUNDRAISING BEGINS!



 Park Management coordinates work with the State AG’s office : 

 Liability waivers

 Signs and limitations

 ADA compliance concerns

 Staunton staff collaborates on internal process

 Policies:

 Staff or Volunteer associated with park will accompany user on 
all trips. 

 Volunteer roles and responsibilities

 Volunteer team training

 Committees were formed!!

 Accessibility fund spending committee

 State park staff committee

 Training committee

SEPTEMBER 2016



 October 2016

Arrival of first purchased chair

Staff and Friends of Staunton worked with Take 

Action Mobility and TrakFab

Friends Of Staunton handed over keys during 

ceremony. 

OCTOBER 2016



 Does anyone else do a similar program? 

 We invented the wheel!!

 How and when do we operate this program?

 What trails do users “hike” on?

 Reservations

 Signs

 Transferring from vehicle to personal chair to Track chair

 Extra gear needed for the chairs and trips

 Check in and check out lists

 Restructuring of committee members

UNIMAGINABLE CONSIDERATIONS



STAUNTON TRACK CHAIR WAIVER



TRACK CHAIR BROCHURE



TRACK CHAIR TRAIL MAP



 Construction complete July 2017

 Includes accessible:

 Group Picnic area

 Walkway to fishing access

 Fishing pier

 Davis ponds trail (hiking only) 

 Most accessible trail on the park

DAVIS PONDS RECREATION AREA



TRACK CHAIR SIGNS



 Purchase of the chairs ($12-$13K each)

 Supplies and Materials

 Brochures

 Marketing

 Hiking guides

 Trailer 

 Trailer Graphics

 Future support

 Continual program support

 Maintenance

 Fill in hiking support

 Trainings

SUPPORT FROM 

FRIENDS OF STAUNTON STATE PARK



 Weather and user comfort 

 Program Dates May 20th-October 31st

 Operates on Fridays, Saturdays & Sundays

 Online reservation system / Up to date availability calendar.

 Maintenance to date - Very minimal replaced lower wheels 

with a harder plastic due to chipping (warranty)

 Batteries

 Most maintenance work can be done by staff

 Action Track chair has been super supportive and readily available.

 Purchased a separate phone line 

 Created Staunton.trackchair@state.co.us

OPERATIONAL CONSIDERATIONS



TRACK CHAIR GRAND UNVEILING

Cindy Christenson and Lisa WillmanMay 27, 2017



 Currently run by a Seasonal Ranger and our GOCO/Ed 

Coordinator

 Each trip dependent upon a volunteer to lead the trip

 Organize transfer

 Sign waivers

 Take photos

 Assist  with operations of the chair

 Attendant control device

 Maintain communications with Staff

 Watch for changing weather

 Possible funding from Friends of Staunton State Park to hire a 

seasonal position to run TC program. (2018)

STAFFING AND VOLUNTEERS  



ONLINE SYSTEM



TRACK CHAIR STORAGE TRAILER



TRACK CHAIR STORAGE AND MEETING 

LOCATION



FUTURE LOCATION



Participant/Visitor Feedback –

Overwhelmingly positive!

Volunteer Feedback – Minor issues with heavy 

weekend traffic (Bikes and Horses) and track 

chairs trying to give R.O.W.

Craig Hospital extremely excited to have a 

designated trail system to use their fleet of 

track chairs on, as well as CPW’s vision to 

provide accessibility to quality trails to all.

FEEDBACK
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DATA COLLECTED





 Any questions?

Q AND A
Zach.taylor@state.co.us

303-816-0912


