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Half of Western rivers have lost half of their summer water

One quarter have lost more than 75%

Water Flow Depletion in Summer

Source: ñProtection and restoration of freshwater ecosystems, Richter et al 2016. 
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Phoenix, Arizona







Hoover Dam & Lake Mead



Aquatic Species Imperiled 

by Flow Depletions

More than 360 species 

have become imperiled 

by flow depletion, 

including 2/3 of 

Colorado River fish

Source: ñProtection and restoration of freshwater ecosystems, Richter et al 2016. 
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Colorado Pikeminnow






