
Whatôs the Buzz? 
Research at the Rattlesnake-Human Interface



Presentation Outcomes

Learn ID tips and local phenology

Dispel common rattlesnake myths

Describe rattlesnake bite 1st aid

Describe risk reducing equipment, 

actions, behaviors, and 

management tools
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Rattlesnakes



Prairie Rattlesnake

Crotalus viridis







Legal Status 

State: Game species
Small game license required to hunt 

(June 15 ïAugust 15)

If necessary to protect life or property, any person 

may kill a rattlesnake

Not threatened or endangered
Some local population declines/extirpations from 

persecution, destruction of dens, and development

Local
Protected by JCOS Park Regulation 

C.9 Wildlife Protection $300 fine



Possession and Collecting
venomous snake possession 

regulated by State

License and authorization from CPW 

is required for collection or transport*

Licenses renewed annually

Venomous snakes as pets are 

prohibited

Scientific collection permit

Issued for research, tagging, 

education 
*short distance translocation permitted, by badged officers



Jeffco Open Space 

North Table Mountain Park

Golden, CO

1,997 acres of mixed grass 

prairie and shrubland 

Surrounded by suburban and 

exurban homes and 

Highway 93

Research site



Research Goals

Understand local ecology, 

public engagement and 

improved visitor safety

Transmitters

Human Dimensions 

Survey

Public Engagement



Tracking



Methods

Transmitters 

(n=20)







Findings

Rattlesnakes utilize nearly 

all habitat types at NTM

Use both human-altered and 

natural rock infrastructure

Three overwintering dens 

adjacent to or near 

designated trails

Three rookeries








