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Ecosystem Health
Magna Carta and the Charter of the Forest: 1215

The Charter of the Forest precisely defined the “evil customs” mentioned in the Great 
Charter, and presented an alternative vision for the management of common resources. 
In contrast to the arbitrary regulations and fines imposed for forest offences by John and 
his predecessors, the Charter stated that “Every free man may henceforth without being 
prosecuted make in his wood or in land he has in his forest, a mill, a preserve, a pond, a 
marl-pit or a ditch, or arable outside the covert in arable land, on condition that it does 
not harm any neighbour.” This clause both revoked John’s unpopular decrees and 
transferred authority over forest development from the King to the commons. Instead of 
answering to the King alone, forest dwellers had to consult with their communities, 
ensuring that any development did not disadvantage their neighbours.
• Continuing to acquire and safeguard large habitat blocks and corridors

• Protecting biodiversity 

• Improving soil health 

• Restoring riparian areas

• Protecting wetlands

• Preserving floodplains

• Protecting natural sounds and night skies, and 

• Researching and monitoring ecological health
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Organic Act of 1916: A New Agency
The National Park Service was created in the Organic Act of 1916. The new agency's mission as managers of national parks and 

monuments was clearly stated.

"....to conserve the scenery and the natural and historic objects and the wild life therein and to provide for the enjoyment of the

same in such manner and by such means as will leave them unimpaired for the enjoyment of future generations."

The Organic Act of 1916: The National Park Service Organic Act (16 U.S.C. l 2 3, and 4), as set forth herein, consists of the Act of 

Aug. 25 1916 (39 Stat. 535) and amendments thereto.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That there is

hereby created in the Department of the Interior a service to be called the National Park Service, which shall be under the charge 

of a director, who shall be appointed by the Secretary and who shall receive a salary of $4,500 per annum. There shall also be 

appointed by the Secretary the following assistants and other employees at the salaries designated: One assistant director, at 

$2,500 per annum, one chief clerk, at $2,000 per annum; one draftsman, at $1,800 per annum; one messenger, at $600 per 

annum; and, in addition thereto, such other employees as the Secretary of the Interior shall deem necessary: Provided, That not 

more than $8,100 annually shall be expended for salaries of experts, assistants, and employees within the District of Columbia not 

herein specifically enumerated unless previously authorized by law. The service thus established shall promote and regulate the 

use of the Federal areas known as national parks, monuments, and reservations hereinafter specified by such means and 

measures as conform to the fundamental purposes of the said parks, monuments, and reservations, which purpose is to conserve 

the scenery and the natural and historic objects and the wild life therein and to provide for the enjoyment of the same in such 

manner and by such means as will leave them unimpaired for the enjoyment of future generations.


