
We all need to move safely. 
On average each year in Colorado, collisions with wildlife result 
in 3.5 human fatalities, 283 human injuries, and 3,457 
property damage claims in Colorado.

Colorado Parks and Wildlife estimates that up to 2% of some 
big game populations, including approximately 9,240 mule 
deer, are killed annually on highways.

From 2009-2018, the average annual cost of wildlife-vehicle 
collisions to Colorado citizens was $66.3 million.

As we plan for roads, we must keep wildlife movement across 
the landscape in mind. Road mitigation, in the form of 
overpasses, underpasses and associated fencing, has 
been shown to reduce wildlife-vehicle collisions up 
to 90%. Mitigation not only prevents human injury but ensures 
safe passage for wildlife.

PROJECT HIGHLIGHT

US550 Colona
Highway is used to reach Telluride. An underpass 
was installed on HWY 550, about 12 miles north 
of Ridgway beween MM115.5 to MM117.

Success:
2007-2011 (5-year period, pre-construction) 
27 wildlife-vehicle collisions.

2011-2015 (5-year period, post-construction), 
14 wildlife-vehicle collisions.

This is an improvement of approximately 50% 
decrease in wildlife-vehicle collisions. Large 
and small mammals are using the underpass 
structure such as deer, fox and raccoon.

The Colorado Wildlife & Transportation Alliance’s mission is to provide safe 
passage for people and wildlife in Colorado.

Visit us at coloradowildlifeandtransportationalliance.com


